
ActionAid Thailand                                                   www.actionaid.or.th ActionAidThailand ActionAidThai ActionAidThailand

ActionAid Thailand Newsletter Issue 2/2020 (April 2020)

A conversation with “Khru Bua”
Ms. Buntharik from Ban Hak Han School

Voice from small schools What made Khru Bua who she is today
traces back to her childhood: coming
from a low-income family, she had
received student aid over the years.
Although her family faced financial
challenges, her education wasn’t
overlooked.overlooked. At 15, Khru Bua had to make
a choice between pursuing vocational
training or a university education. Choosing to follow her childhood 
dream of becoming a teacher, she got a student loan and applied 
for various scholarships. Eventually, the then-high school senior 
Khru Bua secured her place in the Bachelor of Education Program 
in Elementary Education at Chiang Mai University.

The reason she wanted to be a primary school teacher stems fromThe reason she wanted to be a primary school teacher stems from 
her own experience with a short-tempered teacher who tended to

Well wishes to our supporters
The COVID-19 pandemic is deepening pre-existing inequalities, exposing vulnerabilities in our social political and economic systems. Its scale, 
speed and intensity has caught all of us unawares, given how unprecedented it is. 

In this extremely challenging time,In this extremely challenging time, ActionAid Thailand board members and staff would like to share heartfelt gratitude and solidarity with all our 
supporters, partners and well-wishers. Your support and contribution not only help the poor and marginalised communities but also maintain their 
dignified well-being in the long run. From the beginning, healthcare workers have been on the frontlines of this fight. Timely directives and extra 
effort by the government have also been instrumental. A salute to them for all their kindness, courage and strength.

On 9On 9 April 2020 ActionAid declared a Federation-wide Red Alert emergency, and we’re globally mobilising to support those most affected and vulnerable 
in more than 45 countries. In Thailand, we’re serving the communities we work with and hope we can all make a difference during the COVID-19 crisis. 

Please note that the ActionAid Thailand team is currently working from home through online and remote systems to ensure the minimum impact on 
our daily operations and projects. You can still reach us at 02-279-6601. Meanwhile, our outgoing calls will be made temporarily through 02-409-0702.

WWe sincerely hope that you and your family are safe and coping with this unprecedented situation with resilience and resolve. Please take care of 
yourself and each other.

With love and solidarity,

Tauhid Ibne Farid
Country Director
ActionAid Thailand 



hit students. The disdain for this particular teacher made Khru Bua 
feign mild sickness many times in order to miss the teacher’s class. 
But skipping lessons took its toll when her own grades worsened. 
For future students to like their teacher and not be driven away from 
school, Khru Bua wanted to start with herself and become a teacher. 
“Primary school is too important,” she said. “Kids shouldn’t feel like 
fending off the very foundation of their education.”

Before getting to knowBefore getting to know Thinking Tools, a set of innovative pedagogical 
tools that Ban Hak Han School has incorporated in their curriculum, 
Khru Bua was skeptical. But she took time to reflect, as a teacher, 
what resources could be leveraged to help students develop critical 
thinking skills. “I came around,” she said. “It would be useless if 
a teacher has their students repeat things after them, promoting rote 
learning and doing very little to help them solve problems in real life.” 

On classroom management, Khru Bua notes, “positive disciplinary On classroom management, Khru Bua notes, “positive disciplinary 
behaviour development is crucial. The teacher has to provide un-
derstanding, guidance and warmth. There should be no punishment 
and violence. The classroom should be a safe, stress-free space 
where students can express themselves and their views, where 
they can also laugh and play. That’s the ideal classroom. Its size 
may be small and we may not be equipped with the latest technology 
– only old fans and worn wooden desks – but if the teacher and students– only old fans and worn wooden desks – but if the teacher and students 
understand each other, that’s what makes a happy classroom.” 

“Personally, I think physical tools and resources are necessary, but 
no more so than a good teaching method and how the teacher is 
towards the students. Even though Ban Hak Han School is a small 
school with no abundance of resources, we will overcome any 
material challenges.”

Khru Bua’s ideal school is not different from what society expects: 
a sufficient number of adequate classrooms, structural durability, 
a bright and well-stocked library, a playground and other physical 
environments that enhance learning. However, there’s no denying 
that small schools, particularly those in remote areas or in the 
mountains such as Ban Hak Han, don’t have everything of the ideal. 
They still face limitations running on funding the central government 
has allocated.has allocated.

In many ways, a public school teacher is a civil servant working 
according to their line of duty. On her specific line of duty, Khru Bua 
reflects, “Thailand’s education system is always changing. When the 
person at the top changes, the policy changes. The system never 
stays still, and teachers need to keep pace with it and be ready for 
change. At the same time, we teachers have to be firm in the goal 
of student development. Like bamboos bending with the wind, we’re 
firm on the ground, but we’re also malleable.”firm on the ground, but we’re also malleable.”

Ban Hak Han School became a Thinking School after “the teachers 
had taken a learning visit to Chiang Rai Provincial Administrative 
Organisation School (the first school in Thailand to adopt the 
Thinking School methodology), which was supported by ActionAid 
Thailand. We learned from hands-on experience and came back 
inspired to put the Thinking Tools to practice. We met with positive 
results and were able to create a positive learning environment. 
We’ve been doing this for about two years.”We’ve been doing this for about two years.”

“Implementing the ten Thinking Tools in class has led to 
significant changes. Firstly, there’s change within the teachers 
– we’re more proactive, always learning. We make use of 
technology and don’t just recite books like before. I also see 
changes in the students. They’re more focused, responsive, 
expressive, and understanding of other people’s views. They’re 
able to communicate their thoughts more coherently, explain 
their reasons, make comparisons, summarise information, and their reasons, make comparisons, summarise information, and 
make their own decisions.”

For Khru Bua, the Thai education system needs to do better in 
recognising individual differences. “Forcing a fish that swims well to 
compete with other animals at climbing trees is impossible and of no 
use. It’s the same with individual differences between students. As 
long as we use the same set of academic standards to appraise 
them, there will only be “smart” and “slow” students. The current 
system takes teachers away from students. It takes away the students’ 
humanity and encourages them to be more like a machine. humanity and encourages them to be more like a machine. 

Khru Bua is a notable example of a teacher who has adopted 
Thinking Tools. She has proven that an effective classroom doesn’t 
necessarily need to be equipped with abundant resources. This is 
because learning can take place in any circumstance, even in a 
Thai highlands community shared by various ethnic groups like 
Ban Hak Han. Today, Khru Bua remains committed to guiding and 
developing youth through innovative tools that not only teach them 
how to think, but how to exercise empathy – how to be human. She ishow to think, but how to exercise empathy – how to be human. She is 
an important player of the movement that’s bringing about change 
in the area and making an impact on many other schools in Nan. 

ActionAid Thailand and project partners joined an information session organised by
the European Union on 10 March 2020 for its new civil society partners.

Equal access to basic quality education remains an urgent issue that 
Thailand needs to tackle through consistent collective effort. Thus, 
from 2020-2023, ActionAid Thailand is working with Thai Alternative 
Education Council Association (TAECA) and Thai Baan Association 
(TBA), with support from the European Union, to empower and engage 
civil society organisations in taking active roles in school governance 
in their communities.

Our project, titled Building an active, networked civil society to improve Our project, titled Building an active, networked civil society to improve 
delivery and access to quality education in Thailand, will increase the 
capacity of civil society and communities in participating in decision- 
making process with local and ministerial-level authorities toward 
education development policies, enabling youth in eight target provinces 
– Ratchaburi, Nakhon Pathom, Suphanburi, Samut Songkhram, Nan, 
Kalasin, Roi Et and Maha Sarakham – to access affordable quality

Education and Youth
Programme Highlights



education; rendering Thai education more responsive and in line with 
local contexts and Sustainable Development Goals.

In February 2020, ActionAid Thailand ran a logo design contest for 
the project, inviting grade 1-6 students in all target provinces to submit 
their creative artwork under the theme “Education that enhances sus-
tainability development through community’s participation.”

Out of over 50 submissions, the one that received the highest points 
was the submission by a sixth-grade student from Ban Hak Han 
School, Nan Province. The young artist, who will receive a scholarship 
and a certificate from the project and the EU, said of his logo, “the 
book represents education and knowledge that will move humanity 
towards sustainable development. The person holding the book is 
the learned while the people at the front are community members 
who lend their who lend their support. The leaf is a symbol of sustainability. 

Left: The judges evaluating 50 logo submissions. Right: The logo that received the highest score.

 

International Women’s Day is one of the significant days observed at 
ActionAid as an organisation working on issues concerning women 
and girls’ rights. Over the years, we’ve organised activities and 
campaign activities on this day to celebrate achievements on women’s 
rights throughout history and call for further actions to advance 
gender equality. Let’s see how ActionAid countries celebrated #IWD 
in 2020.

Women’s Rights

ActionAid International launched We Mean Business: Protecting Women’s Rights in 
Global Supply Chains. 

In the global supply chains, women’s labour is undervalued and underpaid. In the global supply chains, women’s labour is undervalued and underpaid. Women 
also face multi-dimensional human right violations, including sexual harassment and 
violence. This new report focuses on the impacts of corporate activities on women 
and calls on businesses and governments to conduct gender-responsive due diligence, 
including to assess the risk of harassment and gender-based violence in their supply 
chains in line with ILO C190, as well as a recommendation to governments to ratify 
ILO C190. Download the report: https://bit.ly/3a1s8vv

To celebrate #IWD2020, ActionAid UK organised Women by Women, a free 
photography exhibition at London’s gallery@oxo on 5-8 March 2020.

The event partnered with women photographers in the countries we work 
in to bring a different perspective to the
way women and girls living in poverty
are represented and shine a spotlight
on their incredible talent, which is often
overlooked.overlooked. The campaign shares
empowering stories, shatter stereotypes
and highlight the next generation of
female leaders.

ActionAid’s campaign Enough is Enough calls on the Greek government to 
ratify the International Labour Organisation’s (ILO) Convention to Combat 
Violence and Harassment at Work. The Convention includes policies and 
measures to protect all workers, especially from vulnerable groups such as
migrant women and women working in the informal economy that are
particularly affected from violence, gender discrimination and sexual

harassment. Check out Enough 
is Enough’s campaign video, 
Άκουσέ την, πίστεψέ την 
(“Listen to her, believe her”):
https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=A_In5dZrhYQ

ActionAid families around the world – from Thailand, Cambodia, Pales-
tine, Nigeria, Ireland, the US to Brazil – joined the Women’s Global 
Strike, withdrawing or reducing their labour, for both waged work and 

and domestic work, on 8 March 2020 to 
recognise the roots of International Women’s 
Day in women’s solidarity strike actions 
throughout history and show to the world that 
if women stop, the world stops.



The Pakayaw Karen’s cultural and spiritual zone declared

In 2010, theIn 2010, the Thai cabinet agreed on the policy principles and imple-
mentation principles for the recovery of the Karen people’s livelihood 
in Thailand. Upholding this resolution and claiming their rights, on 27-28 
February 2020, the Pakayaw Karen people of Ban Doi Chang, Pa Pae, 
Ban Hong District, Lamphun Province organised a special cultural 
and spiritual zone declaration ceremony at their village. The ceremony 
was joined and supported by the Land Is Life Network, Princess Maha 
Chakri SirindhornChakri Sirindhorn Anthropology Centre, the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment, and the Ministry of Culture. 

Despite the decade-long passage of time, the cabinet resolution
approved on 3 August 2010 has led to few concrete changes for the 
livelihood of the indigenous highlanders. They still face land and resource 
problems and injustice imposed by the state’s forest protection policies. 
The declaration ceremony, therefore, was a welcome opportunity for 
villagers, development practitioners, human rights advocates and 
government representatives to share dialogue, deepen their under-
standing of the Karen livelihood, identify their role in solving land and
resource issues, as well as examine the possibility of initiating legislation  

EU-Funded Project: Rights to
Land and Natural Resources

Photo: Julia Sánchez pour Outrement

ActionAid International welcomes its new secretary general

Development practitioner, feminist and environmentalist Julia 
Sánchez has been appointed the next secretary general of ActionAid 
International following a global selection process.

Ms. Sánchez has extensive experience in leadership positions in Ms. Sánchez has extensive experience in leadership positions in 
the international development sector, including many years of working 
in the Global South. She was president-CEO of the Canadian Council 
for International Co-operation (CCIC) until 2018 and is currently 
chair of CIVICUS, the global alliance of civil society organisations 
and activists.

Ms. Sánchez has been promoting equity and sustainable
development for over 25 years and, throughout her careedevelopment for over 25 years and, throughout her career, has 
demonstrated her commitment to feminist principles and to a human 
rights-based approach. Nyaradzayi Gumbonzvanda, chair of 
ActionAid International, says: “After a rigorous selection process, 
we are in no doubt that Julia is the right person to lead ActionAid at

Organisational Updates 



this crucial time. We know she will play a pivotal and effective role
in the delivery and success of our strategy to 2028, Action for 
Global Justice.

“As we embark upon a new decade, the social challenges faced by “As we embark upon a new decade, the social challenges faced by 
many in the Global South are becoming more pronounced. This is 
already being acutely felt by women and girls fighting for economic 
rights and tax justice, particularly in the face of the climate crisis 
and the humanitarian emergencies that are intensifying as a result. 
We are confident that Julia’s leadership will galvanise the ActionAid 
International family to position ourselves for greater impact in 
achieving our mission.”achieving our mission.”

Julia Sánchez, who joined ActionAid International as secretary 
general in March, says, “I am very excited to be joining ActionAid

as its next Secretary General and to be moving to the organisation’s
global headquarters in Johannesburg.

“For many years, I have been advocating for organised civil society “For many years, I have been advocating for organised civil society 
to focus its efforts on supporting and promoting social movements 
and people’s organisations. ActionAid has been ahead of the 
curve in taking on this challenge, and I am motivated to work 
with staff and board members across the federation to realise 
the ambitious goals of its 2028 strategy.”

On 1 March 2020, Ms. Sánchez succeededOn 1 March 2020, Ms. Sánchez succeeded Anne Jellema, who 
had served as acting secretary general since the departure of 
Adriano Campolina in August 2019, following a five-year term 
leading the organisation.

For more information,
call 02-279-6601 or email 
retention.thailand@actionaid.org

Donate online today
ActionAid Thailand has launched an online donation platform as
another convenient channel for those who wish to support our work 
in improving the quality of small schools in remote areas.

You can support us online by following these steps:

 >  Visit https://actionaid.or.th/donate or scan
    the QR code below

 >  Choose to donate monthly or donate once,
    and insert the amount of your donation 

 >  Fill in your donor information 

                                                                    >  Make your donation with a  
                                     credit/debit card through a  
                                     secure payment gateway

The playground before and after improvements.

ActionAid Thailand would like to thank our donors who were 
interested in joining an education programme visit to Pa Laew Luang 
Witthaya School in Santisuk District, Nan Province. Unfortunately, 
the visit that was scheduled for 14-15 March 2020 had to be called 
off due to added costs of airline tickets and accommodation, and 
the spread of the coronavirus COVID-19, which imposes restriction 
on intercity travel.   

The one-time contributions made by eight donors to improve the The one-time contributions made by eight donors to improve the 
surface of the school’s playground and safety of students have been 
given to Pa Laew Luang Witthaya School in full with no operating 
costs deducted. The total amount of 13,900 baht was contributed 
in October 2019 (11,400 baht) and from January-February 2020 
(2,500 baht). For this project, the donors can claim tax deduction 
using the receipts previously issued by the school. 

Upcoming trip

We hope that we’re able to organise another visit this year, with plans 
to take our supporters to Ban Nong Kham School, Nakhon Pathom 
Province on Saturday, 18 July 2020 to let them see the education 
development programme that they support first-hand. 

WWe are keeping an eye on the COVID-19 situation as the health 
and safety of our donors, students and school personnel take priority. 
Please stay tuned for a confirmation announcement and invitation 
letter from us.

Fundraising News
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The voice of Pakayaw Karen
In the News

The Pakayaw Karen community in Doi Chang, Ban Pa Pae, Lamphun 
Province have set an example on forest fire emergency management 
after villagers used local wisdom to create an effective 30-kilometre 
firebreak. They have recently conducted a ceremony to declare their 
community a special cultural zone of the Karen people, according to 
their rights granted by the 3 August 2010 cabinet resolution on 
Restoration of the Traditional Practices and Livelihoods of the Karen.

HoweveHowever, the majority of land that the villagers have been protecting 
from wildfires and depend upon is located in state-declared protected 
areas, the Pa Ban Hong Wildlife Conservation Zone. Last year, authorities 
confiscated 18 rai of the villagers’ crop rotation farmland. Despite their 
effort to conserve natural resources and save some 21,000 rai of 
land from wildfires, they are still denied justice by the government.

WWatch Thai PBS’s 7 March 2020 episode of The Voice of Thailand 
to know more about the Pakayaw Karen community through their  
firebreak innovation. Learn why their livelihood depends on the forest 
and examine whether the state is doing enough to protect their 
rights to resources: http://bit.ly/2xtq4y0 
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Scan this QR code to visit our Facebook
page or stay updated on our work via
these channels:

 

ActionAid International (Thailand)
60/1 Monririn Building 2nd Floor Unit A201

Soi Phaholyothin 8, Phaholyothin Road, Samsen Nai
Phayathai, Bangkok 10400

Tel. (66) 02-279-6601
Website: www.actionaid.or.th

Email: Email: communications.thailand@actionaid.org

                              

 

Contact Us Follow Us

1. Tote bag 16x14 inches (500 baht)   2. A5 journal (300 baht)

3. Polo shirt in M, L, XL / black, grey, blue, salmon pink (600 baht)

4. T-shirt in M, L, XL / black, grey, eggshell, crimson (400 baht)

In January, ActionAid Thailand mailed 2019 donation
receipts to our supporters along with the January
2020 issue of the newsletter. If you have not
received your annual receipt, please contact
02-279-6601 or retention.thailand@actionaid.org

Support Thai children’s rights to access education through

ActionAid Thailand’s charity gifts. Proceeds from every sale go

to supporting our programme that ensures small schools in rural

Thailand can provide quality education to children. Help us make 

a real difference today.

For more information and to support, contact Kanchana Somsakul

at 02-279-6601-2 ext. 113 or kanchana.somsakul@actionaid.oat 02-279-6601-2 ext. 113 or kanchana.somsakul@actionaid.org,

or reach us via http://www.faceboook.com/ActionAidThailand

Charity Gifts

2019 Donation Receipts
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