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COVID-19: Our response so far 
ActionAid Thailand has been working with small schools and 
communities to ensure that every child, regardless of their back-
ground, is able to access quality education. But COVID-19 has 
posed an unprecedented national health emergency. Children 
whose families lost their jobs and income as a result of the pandemic 
are malnourished and cannot depend on school lunches due to 
prolonged school closures. Additionally, their family is unable, 
and school unequipped, to provide basic health care supplies and school unequipped, to provide basic health care supplies 
to protect them against the spread of the virus.

ActionAid Thailand thus launched an appeal to respond to these 
urgent needs. Thanks to the generosity of our donors, we’ve 
been able to raise 27,710 baht and distribute food and essential 
sanitary item packages to those most impacted. As of 18 June 
2020, we’ve been able to reach over 40 small school children 
and their family members in 10 communities in Ratchaburi, 
Nakhon Pathom, Suphanburi, Samut Songkhram and Nan.

A     ctionAid International has been responding to COVID-19
in most of the countries it operates in Asia, Africa, Europe and 
Americas. We’re on the frontline of the coronavirus crisis helping 
to stop the spread and save lives as the pandemic hits the world’s 
poorest countries. 

Since the beginning of the pandemic,Since the beginning of the pandemic, ActionAid Thailand has been 
actively involved with different stakeholders to stand with affected 
communities with awareness raising, emergency food and non-
food relief and early recovery through our public appeal and 
institutional funding support. We are also striving to devise an 
innovative programme to build resilience of those adversely affected. 

With the European UnionWith the European Union’s direct award support, ActionAid Thailand 
is pleased to lead the consortium project EU COVID-19 Response 
and Recovery in Thailand – Nationwide along with BioThai 
Foundation, Chumchonthai Foundation and the Foundation for 
Labour and Employment Promotion. From 1 July 2020 until June 
2022, the project will provide relief at the end phases of the first 
wave of COVID-19, help marginalised communities prepare for 
the uncertainty of whatthe uncertainty of what’s to come, and ready for short to medium 
term socio-economic recovery as the restrictions are lifted and 

possible resilience measures for the most vulnerable people
including those of stateless people residing across the borders 
of Thailand and Myanmar, informal sector workers and migrant 
working groups from Myanmar, Laos and Cambodia.

As you read on, you will find a story about our response so faAs you read on, you will find a story about our response so far, 
the on-the-ground distributions of food and health packages to 
small school children who had been most in need of resources. 
We thank our network of school leaders and teachers for their 
dedication and coordination, and our supporters whose contributions 
have powered our efforts. 

But the work is far from oveBut the work is far from over. Many more vulnerable children in 
remote communities still need your urgent support. Please 
consider supporting ActionAid Thailand’s COVID-19 appeal today 
until 31 July 2020.

With love and solidarity,

Tauhid Ibne Farid
Country Director
ActionAidActionAid Thailand 
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We thank the small schools, namely Wat Khok Thong School, 
Wan Maharat School, Ban Huai Rang Ket School, Ban Nong Kham 
School, Wat Don Pho Thong School, Wat Amornwadee School, 
Wat Ban Yang School, Wat Laem Bua Witthaya School, Wat Pak 
Nam School, Wat Sa Dan School and Ban Hak Han School, for 
their on-the-field support and coordination.

The food and health essential packages distributed in central The food and health essential packages distributed in central 
provinces, each worth 500 baht, consist of five kilograms of rice, 
eggs (30/tray), UHT milk (two packs of six), tinned fish, instant 
noodles, vegetable oil, soy sauce, sugar, soap, hand sanitiser gel, 
facial masks and sanitary pads. Nan packages comprise similar 
types of items but are worth 1,000 baht each as the families of 
 

target Mlabri children live in extreme poverty and face severe 
multidimensional hardships as a result of COVID-19. 

As of the date of this newsletter preparation, there are vulnerable 
small school children in 70 other communities in need of your 
urgent support. Our efforts continue and you can follow the progress 
on our social media channels or donate today - 31 July through

>   Website: https://actionaid.or.th/donate 

> >   Bank transfer:
   ActionAid International (Thailand)
   Siam Commercial Bank (SCB) / Phaholyothin branch
   Account number 014 306145 2

As school director, Preeyanut Wongkaew acted
as the main coordinator with ActionAid
Thailand,working over the prolonged school
break to identify how her students were
impacted by the pandemic and who were
in urgent need of support. We talked to
Ms. Preeyanut, or DirectorMs. Preeyanut, or Director Ying, on the day
she and Ban Hak Han School (Wiang Sa
District, Nan) teachers led a distribution of food and
sanitation packages to their community’s most vulnerable families.

What is the general mood in the communities where you’re 
working during this pandemic? How are people feeling?

Everything has changed dramatically since the pandemic started.Everything has changed dramatically since the pandemic started. 
There is more social distance and much fewer interactions between

 

people in our community. They’re doing everything at home and  
trying their best to protect themselves and take care of others.

How is the pandemic affecting your school and the children 
specifically?

It has a significant impact on our learning which asks a lot of ourIt has a significant impact on our learning which asks a lot of our 
students. The process of learning is changed. The time of learning 
as well. Normally, the school’s already open by 16 May, but now 
the new school year begins on 1 July. This means that prior to 
July, we’re using online learning to prepare students for the new 
term. The first challenge is accessibility. In order to learn through 
Distance Learning Television (DLTV), students need to have access 
to a working television. What we’re seeing here is some familiesto a working television. What we’re seeing here is some families 
can’t get good reception, or their television doesn’t support the 
new digital top box. Some households don’t have access to 
electricity and some don’t own a television. 

Meet the school leader at the frontline
of our COVID-19 efforts
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ACCESS: an education accessible to all

In FebruarIn February, ActionAid Thailand together with the Thai Alternative 
Education Council Association and Thai Baan Association unveiled 
a new project supported by the European Union, Active Civil Society 
for Quality Education of Small Schools or ACCESS, which aims 
to improve the quality of small schools through civil society and 
community engagement. Although some project plans have been 
affected by coronavirus restrictions and social distancing policy, 
all partners were able to lay an important groundwork for the year all partners were able to lay an important groundwork for the year 
ahead: on 8 April 2020, we conducted an online inception 
workshop to provide a better understanding on the project details, 
terms and conditions, and financial practices. 

The project’s Facebook page has also been launched, titled ACCESS 
School Project (www.facebook.com/access.school.project), 
as a channel to communicate the progress towards its objectives 
and as a sharing point for news concerning small schools and 
equitable access to education. Content in the past months
features infographics on topics related COVID-19, such as features infographics on topics related COVID-19, such as 
the impact of prolonged school closures on students, classroom 
management during the pandemic, and the digital divide and the 
challenges of online learning for primary students in remote area. 

The making of champions

InIn April, ACCESS announced the recruitment of School Champions 
who would become teacher leaders, expanding the work and impact 
of the project in eight target provinces – Ratchaburi, Nakhon 
Pathom, Suphanburi, Samut Songkhram, Nan, Kalasin, Roi Et 
and Maha Sarakham. The Champions will be able to coach 
local small schools and lead capacity training of other teachers 
on innovative classroom tools and the Active Learning method.

Education and Youth
Programme Highlights

While you have been doing this work, have you met any 
children who made a strong impression on you? 

Dow is a Mlabri girl who has been coming to Ban Hak Han School Dow is a Mlabri girl who has been coming to Ban Hak Han School 
after her mother moved here to work for an employer in the 
community. Her house is quite far from the school, almost on 
the edge of this village. There are three people in the family and 
they don’t have access to electricity. Now they’re suffering a severe 
food shortage due to the mother’s lack of income. Dow can’t access 
online learning because there isn’t any device at home. Besides 
the worry that Dow won’t be able to keep up with her classmates, the worry that Dow won’t be able to keep up with her classmates, 
her mother fears she won’t be able to financially support her 
daughter’s education after the pandemic. This is what the teachers 
and I remember vividly after visiting them at home. We had to 
check on each student in order to tailor “lockdown learning” to 
their respective needs. When visiting Dow, it wasn’t an easy 
journey. We may be in the same village but we’re separated by 
small hills and brooks. small hills and brooks. We witnessed the very difficult situation 
Dow’s family and her three neighbours were in and sought urgent 
support for them.

What do you find most challenging about this work?

To tell the truth, all of our students are facing the impact of the 
virus and we want every one of them to receive support. We don’t 
want to leave anyone behind. But due limited resources, we have 
to help those in most critical need of help first. This in itself is 
a challenge for us. We want all children to get support. 

WhatWhat’s your biggest fear at the moment?

Since we don’t know when the pandemic will finally be oveSince we don’t know when the pandemic will finally be over, items 
such as face masks, face shields and sanitiser gel will be essential 
items for a long while. The school has been fortunate to acquire 
them but only in a limited number. They’re even limited in the 
market. So we don’t think we’ll have enough for the whole school as 
time goes on. We’ve been given some cloth masks thanks to a 
local hospital, but the children’s family may not be able to help 
wash them properly every day so they’ll collect germs instead of wash them properly every day so they’ll collect germs instead of 
reducing risks. Disposable masks may be a better choice for parents 
in this community so we’re trying to find support from different groups 
and state agencies in order to find enough masks for the children.
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After interviewing and learning about many motivated teachers 
and principals determined to better their classroom leadership 
and Thai education, we raised the number of selected School 
Champions from 20 to 25, and announced their names on the 
ACCESS School Project Facebook page on 31 May. We extend 
sincere congratulations to all 25 outstanding individuals.

Women’s Rights

#TeamPeuakNeighborhood: 
stopping gender-based violence during lockdown

In the months of lockdown from March to MaIn the months of lockdown from March to May, stay-at-home 
measures were key in reducing the spread of COVID-19 in addition 
to extended school break and public venue closures. But for many 
women, children and vulnerable people, home may not be a safe 
space. Those suffering from domestic violence were trapped 
indoors with their abusers and unable to seek help from support 
services or, in the case of children, have their teachers keep an 
eye on them. eye on them. 

In the past three months, over 565 calls
have been made to seek help and report incidents. 
Cases of violence inside the home are 50% 

higher than public assault,
and the victims are all women and children.

- Safe Cities for Women Network

In May, the Safe Cities for Women Network teamed up with the 
College of Public Health Sciences, Chulalongkorn University, 
launching the #TeamPeuakNeighborhood campaign to empower 
people to look after one another and stop and prevent domestic 
violence. The campaign also introduced iCanPlan, a mobile 
application that helps assess situations and offers advice on 
relationships and domestic abuse.

“iCanPlan features a set of questions that help the user assess“iCanPlan features a set of questions that help the user assess 
their own situation and find out whether they’re experiencing 
violence,” explained Varaporn Chamsanit, manager of Women’s 
Wellbeing and Gender Justice Programme, a Safe Cities for Women 
partner. “For people who are experiencing relationship problems, 
they can take the in-app questionnaire to screen their situation, 
what level of violence they’re facing. If we aren’t the one struggling, 
the least we can do is share this application to friends. Itthe least we can do is share this application to friends. It’s to 
send a message that we care. We can check in on them, see 
if they’re doing well. If they have any problem, we’re here to help.”

Montakarn Chuemchit, a lecturer at College of Public Health 
Sciences, Chulalongkorn University, who leads the iCanPlan 
research and development team noted domestic violence is a 
problem that can happen to anyone and should not be overlooked, 
whether it’s psychological, physical or sexual violence. When 
violence is committed and repeated in a cyclical pattern, it leads 
to acceptance and normalisation of violence in a relationship, 
she added. “So we began the research, to find out more about she added. “So we began the research, to find out more about 
domestic violence in Thailand and develop an application that 
provides relationship support.”

 

steps to “butting in”
for friends during COVID-19

Look for a
signal for

help

Call to check in
on them

Ask 
how they’ll deal
with the problem

Listen to
understand

 Let them know
they’re not alone

an application to
help tackle

domestic violence

No matter what
happens, you’ll be here 

 Being all ears can help
someone get through
a difficult time 

Infographics from #TeamPueakNeighborhood to help people take care of each other
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Rights to Land
and Natural Resources 
Rice for fish, fish for rice: how indegenious groups
battle COVID-19’s economic impact

Although the coronavirus doesn’t discriminate against certain Although the coronavirus doesn’t discriminate against certain 
groups of people, it certainly hits some harder than others. For 
example, the sea gypsy communities in the South who have 
suffered income loss due to a sudden halt in tourism; or daily 
farm workers in the North and Northeast who couldn’t make their 
living during lockdown restrictions. 

This unequal impact of the pandemic is the origin of the Rice This unequal impact of the pandemic is the origin of the Rice 
of Fish Project, a Land is Life Network-wide collaboration with civil 
society groups to help communities combat food insecurity. In April, 
seven tonnes of rice from the Karen communities’ rotational 
farms headed south, in exchange for sun-dried fish made by 
the sea gypsies, or Chao Lay, in Phuket, Phanga, Krabi, Ranong 
and Satoon. Chao Lay were still able to go fishing but had no one 
to sell their fish to. On the other hand, sea fish are normally hard to sell their fish to. On the other hand, sea fish are normally hard 
to come by for highlanders. Rice from the North and Northeast 
were also transported to Ban Bang Kloi in Phetburi Province, 
lending a helping hand to the midlands Karens who were unable 
to farm and support their family.

This barter trade and cultural exchange was made possible by 
exemplary coordination among network partners and civil society 
groups, with the support from the Royal Thai Air Force who provided 
a transport aircraft for the Yasothon-Phuket route. The project 
reached more than 10,200 beneficiaries and influenced further 
support from private organisations, who have donated cloth masks, 
utilities, food and milk to households in need. 

Urak Lawoi women in Phuket’s Rawai Beach community leading the preparation
of sun-dried fish to barter for rice from the North and Northeast.

Charity Gifts

1. Tote bag 16”x14” (500 baht)
2. A5 notebook (300 baht)

3. Polo shirt in M, L, XL (600 baht) - black, grey, blue and salmon pink
4. T-shirt in M, L, XL (400 baht) - black, grey, eggshell and crimson

5. Fabric face mask with adjustable straps and a filter pocket (100 baht) - black and white

Support Thai children’s rights to access education through
ActionAid Thailand charity gifts. Proceeds from every sale go to 
supporting our programme that ensures small schools in rural 
Thailand can provide quality education to children. Help us make 
a difference today. 

For more information and to support, contact Kanchana SomsakulFor more information and to support, contact Kanchana Somsakul 
at (66) 02-279-6601 or kanchana.somsakul@actionaid.org 
or reach us via https://facebook.com/ActionAidThailand. 

Domestic shipping is complimentary.

Annual Report 2019

This report is the story ofThis report is the story of ActionAid Thailand in 2019. It shows 
our human rights-based approach to development and the progress 
we made in our three programme priorities. See how small schools 
transformed their classrooms using the Active Learning Approach 
and how over 80 schools were prevented from merger by state 
policy. Find out how the Safe Cities for Women campaign
expanded from public transport to public places through a few expanded from public transport to public places through a few 
smartphone touches, and how our work in communities’ rights 
to land and natural resources bore fruit when a network-supported  
                                 farmer won her land right case in  
                                 court against a powerful government  
                                 department.

                                 Download the report:       
                                                                  https://bit.ly/AAT-Report-EN-2019   

Publications
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Surviving COVID-19: 
A women-led response 

Even in the world before COVID-19,
an average of 137 women globally
are killed intentionally by a member
of their own family every day. One
in three women experience physicalin three women experience physical
and/or sexual violence from an
intimate partner or other perpetrator
over their lifetime. During the
pandemic, violence against women
and girls has surged across Europe,and girls has surged across Europe, Africa, Asia, Middle East 
and Latin America as women’s shelters are shut down and countries 
divert funding to battle the pandemic. Meanwhile, domestic violence 
survivors with live legal cases have been forced to settle out of 
court due to coronavirus closures, which damages their ability 
to rebuild their lives.

Based on surveys of local support services and womenBased on surveys of local support services and women’s movements 
worldwide, ActionAid’s new report Surviving COVID-19: A 
Women-Led Response reveals how global lockdowns and restrictions 
have unleashed a shocking surge in gender-based violence.
It calls for increased levels of funding to be channelled directly It calls for increased levels of funding to be channelled directly 
to local women’s rights organisation and networks working at 
the frontline as GBV remains the most overlooked and underfunded 
part of the UN’s Global Humanitarian Response Plan for COVID-19 
– less than 0.3% of this funding needed has been committed. 

Read the full report at https://bit.ly/3inDpec 

Women also predominate in low-paid 
frontline jobs as nurses and care workers, 
facing the highest risks of exposure. 

ActionAidActionAid’s key report Who cares for 
the future: finance gender responsive 
public services! presents the links 
between properly financed, gender 
responsive public services and women’s 
unpaid care and domestic work. In 
response to COVID-19 there is a 
growing call for a fundamental rethinkgrowing call for a fundamental rethink 
about how we shape economies, 

Who Cares for the Future: finance gender responsive public services

Public health systems, especially in developing countries, have 
been underfunded for a generation, leaving countries unable to 
deliver on people’s rights, way off target for achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals and unable to respond effectively to COVID-19.
Much of the burden of caring for the sick and for children homeMuch of the burden of caring for the sick and for children home 
from school has fallen on women – as has the increased burden 
of collecting water in many communities so households can  
                               wash their hands more regularly. 

moving beyond the narrow measures of GDP growth that
make planetary boundaries and women’s unpaid work invisible.
In the future, we need to build societies and economies that In the future, we need to build societies and economies that 
care for both people and the planet. 

Read the full report at https://bit.ly/2ZGi3Qw

ActionAidThailand            

ActionAidThai           

ActionAidThailand           

Scan the below QR code to visit
our Facebook page
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ActionAid International (Thailand)

60/1 Monririn Building, Tower A, Unit A201
Soi Phaholyothin 8 (Sailom), Phaholyothin Road
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Tel. (66) 02-279-6601 to 2 or 4
Website: https://actionaid.or.th
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