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The spread of the coronavirus has put tremendous strain on life 
on a global scale. The public health crisis has exacerbated 
existing problems, posing intersectional challenges from food 
insecurity, the climate and environmental crisis, educational 
inequality, violence against women and children, and more. 

Among these urgent issues is a stark reminder that our world Among these urgent issues is a stark reminder that our world 
post-COVID-19 cannot go back to business as usual. The civil 
society sector takes this opportunity to demand governments 
worldwide to build back better – to recover structures and systems 
in a way that improves preparedness for future disasters, crises 
and other unexpected risks and to build a more resilient, equal 
and sustainable society. 

Now you can share your vision of a better and fairer world. Join Now you can share your vision of a better and fairer world. Join 
ActionAid International and ActionAid Thailand on Walk for Survival:

a Global March for Change as we complete a journey around 
the Earth (40,000 km) from 1 November - 10 December 2020 to 
demand necessary change, amplify the issues important to you 
and make world leaders listen. 

Walk the distance you choose, wherever and whenever. All you 
need is the will to step up and step forward with us. Stay tuned 
for full details on our Facebook page, website and other platforms!

Walk for Survival
March for change with ActionAid

Build back better, together
ActionAid secured a direct EU award to lead
a nationwide COVID-19 response and recovery consortium

The COVID-19 crisis has not only produced profound impacts 
on public health and Thai economy but also aggravated existing 
inequality and social issues from the world pre-pandemic. 
Amid the uncertainties Thailand is facing, one thing is for certain: 
the most vulnerable people have been hit the hardest and the 
intersectional challenges exacerbated by COVID-19 could have 
long-term consequences on their lives.  
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One of the project actions is to distribute relief packages to 
vulnerable populations and improve their access to basic services 
and social security provided by the government. ActionAid 
Thailand thus joined forces with Sang Foundation to distribute 
1,500 relief packages to elders, children, people with disabilities 
and informal workers in Phetchaburi and Prachuap Khiri Khan 
provinces who had been facing severe impacts of unemployment 
and food insecurity as the tourism industry was ground to a halt and food insecurity as the tourism industry was ground to a halt 
by the pandemic.
  

Project kickoff with relief distributions

Five distribution actions took place between 14 September - 16 
October 2020. ActionAid Thailand and volunteers handed out 
relief packages in various communities such as Bor Kham Dan 
Nua and Nong Khang villages in Cha-am District, Phetchaburi 
and Hat Ta Kiap community, Hua Hin District, Prachuap Khiri 
Khan. Essential items distributed include rice, tinned fish, instant 
noodles, rice noodles, UHT milk, cooking vegetable oil, soy sauce, 
face masks and sanitary napkins.face masks and sanitary napkins.

  

that aim to increase the capacity and participation of Thai civil 
society organisations in mitigating the health, social and economic 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on the most vulnerable 
populations of the country in the short, medium and long terms.

Both projects will be implemented over the next two years by two Both projects will be implemented over the next two years by two 
consortiums, with three key components: immediate relief for 
households impacted by the outbreak; a sustainable social and 
economic recovery through the improvement of the livelihood of 
affected communities; and building the communities’ resilience 
so that they can thrive and withstand future challenges.

ActionAidActionAid Thailand was selected for a direct award to lead the 
programme’s nationwide project, EU COVID-19 Response and 
Recovery Project, in collaboration with the Chumchon Thai 
Foundation, the Foundation for Labour and Employment Promotion 
(HOMENET) and the BioThai Foundation. The intervention will 
cover almost 40 provinces and work with affected sectors including 
migrant and informal workers, marginalised populations and 
children, about half of whom are women.children, about half of whom are women.

H.E. Pirkka Tapiola, Ambassador of the European Union to 
Thailand noted, “As a long-standing development partner of 
Thailand, the European Union is committed to supporting our 
CSO partners in their efforts to mitigate the consequences of 
the COVID-19 crisis, to ensure that no one is left behind.

“I am very pleased with our co-operating in ensuring effective 
implementation of a number of new projects, for the benefit of 
vulnerable communities all around the country.”

““We have come together to assist a range of communities in 
Thailand and respond to their specific needs, both during and after 
the crisis,” noted Mr. Tauhid Ibne Farid, Country Director of ActionAid 
Thailand. “This action is a multi-sector response that includes 
preparedness for the uncertainty of what’s to come, a socio-
economic recovery in the short-to-medium term, and resilience 
measures for the most vulnerable marginalised communities.” 
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H.E. Pirkka Tapiola, Ambassador of the European Union
to Thailand giving an opening remark.

Education and Youth

Programme Highlights

ACCESS School officially launched in target provinces

On 5 August 2020, the Thai Alternative Education Council 
Association (TAECA), Thai Baan Association and ActionAid 
Thailand, with networks of small schools and education
development associations, organised a launch event ofdevelopment associations, organised a launch event of Active 
Civil Society for Quality Education of Small Schools (ACCESS 
School) Project at the Conrad Bangkok Hotel. The event was 
to introduce the four-year initiative (2020-2023) to the media 
and announce a concerted effort between civil society
organisations, educators, schools, communities, theorganisations, educators, schools, communities, the Thai Ministry 
of Education and project supporter the EU to build capacity and 
engage civil society in taking active roles in school governance 
in their communities through establishing partnership with local 
authorities and key ministerial personnel, develop the Small 
School Model, increase the quality of Thai classrooms, and
drive the countrydrive the country’s education policies to meet key indicators 
of Sustainable Development Goals.
 
 

  

H.E. Pirkka Tapiola, Ambassador of the European Union to Thailand, 
gave an opening remark and keynote speech on the EU’s role 
in advancing education policies and systems of the member 
states. ActionAid Thailand Country Director Mr. Tauhid Ibne Farid 
introduced the project background, objectives and plans before 
Mr. Phoomsan Seneewong Na-Ayutthaya, Advisor to Deputy 
Education Minister Dr. Khunying Kalaya Sophonpanich and Chair- 
person of Ministerial Strategy and Policy Committee, took the stageperson of Ministerial Strategy and Policy Committee, took the stage 
to talk about the ministry’s policy and support for civil society 
and communities’ participation in reducing education inequality 
and advancing SDG 4 (Ensure inclusive and equitable quality 
education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all).

The EU and ACCESS School consortium also awarded Theeradet 
Thiphawong, a sixth-grade student from Ban Hak Han School, 
Nan Province, the winning prize of the ACCESS School logo 
design contest that was held earlier this year. 

 
 

  

COVID-19 relief for
small school children

Through the public COVID-19 appeal launched earlier this 
year, ActionAid Thailand has been able to distribute food and 
protective packages to small schools and students most 
affected by the pandemic in Ratchaburi, Nakhon Pathom, 
Suphanburi, Samut Songkhram and Nan. 

The donation, totalling 27,740 baht, could provide essential 
items such as rice, chicken eggs, UHT milk, tinned fish,
instant noodles, vegetable oil, soy sauce, sugainstant noodles, vegetable oil, soy sauce, sugar, soap, hand 
sanitiser gel, facial masks, and sanitary pads to those in most 
need. We also received support from a donor, Ms. Nonglak 
Chindanutwat, and her friend, Ms. Lawan Angkhirot, who 
contributed 300 children’s face masks, 98 face shields and 
60 hand sanitisers for small schools to be better equipped 
in the new term. 

“There’s a high chance of the second wave of COVID-19
and we still need to be vigilant. We don’t want children

going back to school to face serious risks.
Protective items are very much part of school supplies now, 

but many children don’t have access to them.
We do what we can to help, and we’ll continue doing it.”

Ms. Nonglak Chindanutwat and Ms. LawanMs. Nonglak Chindanutwat and Ms. Lawan Angkhirot
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International Day of the Girl 2020 

11 October of every year is the day that promotes girls’ 
empowerment and fulfilment of their human rights while 
raising awareness about inequality and challenges girls face 
around the world.

This yeaThis year’s theme for International Day of the Girl is “My voice, 
our equal future” which asks us to reimagine a better world 
inspired by girls, focusing on their demands to learn new skills 
towards the futures they choose and on amplifying their voices 
and actions as tomorrow’s leaders. Join ActionAid Thailand’s 
celebration of this day by sharing inspiring stories of girls 
through the hashtags #MyVoiceOurEqualFuture and 
#InternationalDayoftheGirl2020#InternationalDayoftheGirl2020, listen to what they have 
to say and support girls-led initiatives.

“I like learning by doing. I hope we
can keep learning through activities
because they let me use my brain
and imagination at the same time.
If I’m in a group, my friends and
I can create and solve problems
togethetogether. If there’s anything they 
don’t know and ask me, I can help them. If I don’t know 
something, I will ask them. When there’s disagreement 
on what to do, we would put it to a vote and do what 
most people choose. 

In the future, I want to be a teacher. I want to teach students 
the way my school is teaching me now.”

Preem, Grade 6 studentPreem, Grade 6 student
Ban Huai Rang Ket School, Nakhon Pathom  

In addition to the launch in Bangkok, throughout August and 
September the ACCESS School Project organised inception 
events in target provinces Ratchaburi, Nan and Kalasin with an aim 
to create space for dialogue about educational management 
between civil society and governments at regional and local levels. 
Training on human rights principles, the right to education and active 
citizenship was also on the agenda for teachers, school directors 
and education service area oand education service area officers who will be key actors for the 
project, improving the quality of teaching and learning in small 
schools and bringing about effective education management 
and governance. 

The right to education is a fundamental human right. Participants 
had an opportunity to reflect and brainstorm how this value could 
be fostered at school and hence in Thai society at large. Ways to  
instill human rights in the classroom include being open-minded, 
respecting individual views, differences and needs, listening 
with understanding, and believing that everyone has potential 
and human dignity. 

Women’s Rights

Breaking the silence with #SoundStories

The sound of a whistle, a catcall from a group of drinking men, The sound of a whistle, a catcall from a group of drinking men, 
pattering steps from behind, the noise of a motorbike engine 
approaching in a dingy alley… a woman who has experienced 
sexual harassment can’t easily forget these triggering sounds. 
The most alarming of them all, however, may be the sound of 
silence from bystanders and close ones who did not intervene 
and give her support. This is how Sound Stories, a series of 
audio documentaries recording experiences of sexual harassmentaudio documentaries recording experiences of sexual harassment 
in public spaces, came to be. 

For this latest project, the Safe Cities for Women campaign 
teamed up with Thailand’s top Foley artist – an artist who produces

realistic sound effects for films, videos and other media – 
MMr. Supawit Bhowichit to recreate the experiences and reflect 
the feelings of the women who’ve lived them. The series kicked 
off with the release of “Rock Music” on 13 July 2020, followed 
by “Cram School” and “Milk Foam”. The campaign also invited 
the public to submit their accounts of sexual harassment anony-
mously to recreate three more Sound Stories and put together 
a Virtual Sound Exhibition. All six stories are currently streamable 
at at https://soundstories.co.

All six Sound Stories are further proof that sexual harassment 
in public spaces exists and women are facing it day after day.
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Protecting rotational farming, protecting the Karen’s way of life

On 3On 3 August 2010, the Thai cabinet carried a resolution on the 
policy and implementation principles for the recovery of the Karen 
people’s livelihood in Thailand and assigned responsible agencies 
to put them into effect. A decade on, this resolution has not brought 
out concrete changes to the lives of the Karen peoples, particularly 
on the management of land and natural resources. The state’s 
forest protection policies impose restriction on the indigenous 
groupgroup’s right to live fully according to their culture and heritage. 

Marking the 10th anniversary of the August 2010 cabinet resolution, 
Karen communities in Mae Hong Son Province and a coalition of 
land rights groups and civil society organisations, including the 
Land Is Life Network, organised Rotational Farming Expo and Special 
Cultural Zone Declaration Ceremony on 1-3 August 2020 at Mae 
Hong Son Provincial Administration Organisation in an effort to
present the Karen livelihood recovery proposal to state authorities,

bring public attention to the entailment of the cabinet resolution, 
and promote the declaration of special Karen cultural zones in 
Mae Hong Son as a model for other indeginous communities.

So faSo far, 12 special indeginous cultural zones have been declared, 
including Ban Mae Mee village in Lam Pang and Ban Doi Chang Pa 
Pae village, Lamphun which hosted a ceremony in February. In 
addition to being an “open house” event that deepened the under- 
standing of the Mae Hong Son Karens’ way of life, the ceremony 
was a significant act of asserting their identity as members and 
citizens of the diverse, multicultural society of Thailand. 

The Land Is Life Network is led by ChumchonThe Land Is Life Network is led by Chumchon Thai Foundation, 
Northern Development Foundation and ActionAid Thailand. 
The network’s initiative to support communities on securing their 
rights to land and natural resources is funded by the European 
Union from 2018-2021.
 

 

 

Rights to Land and Natural Resources

Left: Karen leaders giving a keynote about rotational farming and their way
of life. / Right: The reading of the social contract “Indigenous Communities’
Special Cultural Zone Declaration to Mark the 10th Anniversary of the 3
August 2010 Cabinet Resolution” / Photo: SAC

In addition to quantitative data and geographical data collected 
through last year’s First Pin: Pak Mud Chud Pueak campaign 
(where the public can report risky spots to a chatbot on messaging 
application LINE), stories of sexual harassment and assault as 
well as other comments and suggestions were put together into 
a proposal and submitted to relevant authorities for actions and 
concrete policies on ensuring the safety of women and girls in 
public spaces. public spaces. 

On 31 August 2020, the Safe Cities for Women network partners 
met with Interior Minister General Anupong Paojinda to present 
the proposal, which was met with enthusiastic response. The 
minister entrusted relevant government units with immediate 
actions and charged the Bangkok Metropolitan Administrator 
with working alongside Thailand's National Electronics and 
Computer Technology Center (NECTEC), who was responsible 
for the First Pin chatbot, to continue using the technology for for the First Pin chatbot, to continue using the technology for 
reporting high-risk areas in all 50 districts of Bangkok. 

Then on 9 September 2020, the network held an operational 
meeting with related units under the Bangkok Metropolitan 
Administrator. Deputy Bangkok Governor Mr. Sakonthee Patthi-
yakul charged the City Law Enforcement Department with leading 
the improvement of 700 risky spots along with additional 400 
locations the BMA had information on through collaboration with 
the Ministry of Interior, the police and the Electricity Generating 
Authority ofAuthority of Thailand.

The Safe Cities for Women network meeting with Interior Minister
General Anupong Paojinda on 31 August 2020.
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Scan the below QR code to visit
our Facebook page

 

Follow Us
ActionAid International (Thailand)

60/1 Monririn Building, Tower A, Unit A201
Soi Phaholyothin 8 (Sailom), Phaholyothin Road
Samsennnai, Phaya Thai, Bangkok 10400

Tel. (66) 02-279-6601 to 2 or 4
Website: https://actionaid.or.th

Email: Email: communications.thailand@actionaid.org

Contact Us

1. Tote bag 16”x14” (500 baht)   2. A5 notebook (300 baht)
3. Polo shirt in M, L, XL (600 baht) - black, grey, blue and salmon pink
4. T-shirt in M, L, XL (400 baht) - black, grey, eggshell and crimson

Support Thai children’s rights to access education through
ActionAid Thailand charity gifts. Proceeds from every sale go to 
supporting our programme that ensures small schools in rural 
Thailand can provide quality education to children. Help us make 
a difference today. 

For more information and to support, contact Kanchana Somsakul For more information and to support, contact Kanchana Somsakul 
at (66) 02-279-6601 or kanchana.somsakul@actionaid.org, 
or reach us via https://facebook.com/ActionAidThailand. 

Domestic shipping is complimentary.

Charity Gifts

Download the ‘Women on the 
Frontlines of COVID-19: ActionAid 
Response Update August 2020’ 
report: https://act.ai/31kmmmG   

A woman’s place is leading the charge 

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, ActionAid has 
reached more than 10 million people, providing life-saving 
essentials such as food, soap and water, as well as funding 
women’s shelters and combating the spread of misinformation 
at community level through awareness campaigns.

Crises exacerbate existing gender inequalities, but they are also Crises exacerbate existing gender inequalities, but they are also 
an opportunity for women to emerge as community leaders. 
Entire communities benefit when women are equipped to lead!

PublicationSupport Us
New channel for K PLUS users
In addition to the website https://actionaid.or.th/donate, 
you can now support ActionAid Thailand’s education programme 
through the K PLUS application using cash or Kasikorn credit 
card points. Here are the steps:

1. Open K PLUS, go to “K+ Market” (icon appearing
      on the menu bar)
2. Go to “Donate with Kbank”
3. Find “ActionAid International (Thailand)
   Foundation 
4. Select the first box, “Donate to 
   improve the quality of education
   in small schools”
5.5. Select an amount and
   whether to request for a receipt
6. Review your donation details
   and confirm (if you’re donating
   with credit card points, 
   specify on this page)
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