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HIGHLIGHT
Chumchonthai Foundation organized
online marketing training to increase income
and respond to COVID-19 for Chao Le
BioThai Foundation brought 260 members
to the field trip on the integrated farming
Friend of Women Foundation organized
a preparatory training on database creation
for women groups affected by COVID-19
Foundation for Labor and Employment
Promotion organized a training to enhance
knowledge and understanding of informal
workers to respond and adapt to COVID-19

World Vision Foundation of Thailand
conducted field data collection and
coordinated with communities to establish

Teacher and Students of Ban Ping Luang School, Nan

The European Union joined hands with ActionAid International
(Thailand) Foundation to distribute cleaning and hygiene products
to fight against COVID-19 to 120 small schools in 3 regions

the Migrant Health Volunteers (MHVs) network.
In March 2021, the European Union in collaboration with ActionAid
Thailand delivered cleaning and hygiene products to small and middle

FOLLOW US:

size schools under Access School Network affected by COVID-19
for 120 schools in the central, northern, and northeastern regions.

EUCovid19TH

The European Union has attached importance to the hygiene of children
and youth which are vulnerable groups in society at high risk of being
affected by COVID-19. The cleaning and hygiene products together with

@eucovid19response_thailand

instructional materials regarding self-care in schools and communities
helped build them protective armors so that they will be able to take care

อียูรับมือโควิด

of themselves. These also helped prevent the spread of the disease
among children, youth, schools, families, and the surrounding
communities in which they live.
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The donated items for the 120 schools including cloth masks,
alcohol gel, surface cleaning products and infraredthermometers were delivered to school directors, student
representatives and community members. The instructions
and demonstrations of how to use the supplies properly
were also provided.
Sineenat Thongbanthum, the director of Pa Laeo Luang School,
Nan Province, told us that during the outbreak of COVID-19,
the school has had a screening measures which students,
teachers, and parents have always been required to go through
a screening check before entering the school. Everyone has

Sineenat Thongbanthum, the director of Pa Laeo Luang School, Nan,

been requested to wear face masks and take fever checks,

together with teachers and students, who received items and

also encouraged regular hand washing. These necessary items

instructions demonstrated the use of the equipment.

provided by the central government, however, were inadequate.
The teachers therefore needed to seek for additional funding.
All items received from the EU COVID-19 Response and
Recovery Project were very useful. On behalf of Pa LaeoLuang School, she would like to express her gratitude towards
the project and the European Union, and the school hoped
to receive further support from the project.

Orawan Daengpradab, the director of Ban Khao Tham School,
Ratchaburi, together with teachers and students, who received items
and instructions demonstrated the use of the equipment.

In addition, the project provided instructional materials concerning
primary health care to fight against COVID-19 for a total of 12,000
sheets to the 120 schools. Since the accessibility of accurate
information sources is essential for preparedness for the outbreak
Teachers and students of Dong Phayung Songkhro School, Kalasin

of COVID-19 in schools and surrounding communities.
These educational materials can be used in any places in schools
also distributed to communities.
Orawan Daengpradab, the director of Ban Khao Tham School,
Ratchaburi Province thanked the project for giving the school
the essential items and instructional materials on preliminary selfcare management to be safe from COVID-19. She also suggested
that the project’s outcomes should be extended by delivering
useful knowledge to communities in other areas.
In the next school year, the project also plans to develop
networking schools to be a model school for food security and

Students of Ban Hak Han School, Nan, presented posters

disaster response in community for coping with the COVID-19

about basic health care knowledge against COVID-19

and other disasters in a sustainable way.
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Online marketing trainings for Chao Le
to increase their income to fight against COVID-19
Satun, 31 Mar - 2 Apr 21
Chumchonthai Foundation organized the 5th online marketing
training for Chao Le (ethnic minorities) and groups of stateless people
to increase their income to fight against COVID-19. The activity
was held at Phu Pha Daeng Homestay, La-ngu district, Satun.
There were 22 participants in total from Koh Lipe community’s
youth group and villagers.
This training was primarily aimed at helping communities to access

Participants from the community representatives

to new markets and increase their opportunities to earn more income.

of Koh Lipe, Satun

This activity was expected to reduce their risk of being exploited
during the outbreak of COVID-19 as Chao Le can be direct sellers.
It was also expected to help develop community’s adaptability
in coping with COVID-19. The trainings were organized in 6 provinces,
including Prachuap Khiri Khan, Ranong, Phuket, Krabi, Phang Nga,
and Satun. There were more than 100 participants who were Chao Le
from both youth and working age groups. They learned about basic
online marketing and online selling tools from the experts. This led
to their further development on planning, writing advertising messages,
creating product stories for online business.
In addition, Chumchonthai Foundation has planned to support
these communities in the development of product patterns of

Participants were selecting images to be presented

processed seafood to add the products’ value.

in the training, Satun

Story of Change
Nutcharee Harntalay: A youth representative from Koh Lipe
attending the online marketing training for the better future
Chao Le in various islands who make a living in tourism and
fishery have been affected by COVID-19 no less than people
in the coastal areas and urban communities. Some people
may be affected more because they do not have neither savings
nor a certain income on a daily basis. Some people need
to work hard for a living as daily wage earners to support
themselves and their families. Some people have lost their jobs
because their employers cannot continue their business.
Besides, fishery in some areas has been facing with trading
and exporting its products become more difficult.
Moreover, these groups of people still lack access to public
welfare as well as lack knowledge and understanding of proper
Nutcharee Harntalay: A youth representative from Koh Lipe
attending the online marketing training at Satun
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self-care to protect themselves from COVID-19.

To help these Chao Le, the EU COVID-19 Response and Recovery Project under the implementation of Chumchonthai
Foundation organized the online marketing trainings for Chao Le to increase their income to fight against COVID-19
in the 6 provinces in March 2021. This was to provide them more alternatives and increase their accessibility to new
sources of income in the era of the New Normal.
Nutcharee Harntalay is one of Koh Lipe community’s youths attending the online marketing training in Satun Province.
She said that prior to the outbreak of COVID-19, she was employed by a resort in Koh Lipe doing general work as
assigned such as waiter, cleaner, etc., and in the meantime, she was also a casual worker. Although incomes gained
was not much, but it was enough to sufficiently support herself and family. Once the COVID-19 outbreak hit, many resorts
including the one where she worked needed to be shut down because there was no any tourist. As a result, she has lost
her job and the main incomes. And so, she needed to give up her dream of pursuing her higher education.
“The living cost of Koh Lipe is many times higher than of the onshore. People with no income suffer the most because
they still need money to cover their daily expenses. Seeking for a new job is harder than before, while running an own
business is impossible because of a lack of capital. What we can do is to adjust ourselves to fit the circumstances and
wait for everything to get better soon.” said Nutcharee.
Later, when Nutcharee heard from her friends about the online marketing training under the EU COVID-19 Response
and Recovery Project, she decided to attend the training with the expectation of improving her skills and creating more
solutions for her life. After the training, she told us that all participants had a chance to learn about basic online marketing,
creating their own brands, writing advertising messages, using online selling tools, video editing and photo shooting
for promoting products. These allowed her and everyone to see a clearer picture of online marketing.
“In the future, I will shift from being a resort’s worker to be an online seller as I have already known how to do an onlinebusiness. I want to sell shoes because I like collecting them. And I like watching live streaming to sell products online
on the internet. I think I can do that too." said Nutcharee.

At last, Nutcharee passed her encouraging message to other youths
and society that “I want you to keep fighting. This pandemic, like
any other diseases, will be disappeared eventually. We must help
ourselves as much as we can. If possible, I want the society to provide
aid to children whose families have lacked incomes like ones in KohLipe where many parents have lost their jobs due to the COVID-19.
I would like to thank the EU COVID-19 Response and Recovery Project
and the European Union for helping us and organizing this event.
And I intend to pass on this new knowledge gained to friends, so they
Nutcharee and friends were presenting her task

can try to start selling online in the right way."

in the online training activity, Satun

Nutcharee’s reflection pointed out that the online marketing is indeed
not new to Chao Le especially young people who grow up with
the advancement of technology, internet, and modern communication
tools. They just lack opportunities and knowledge to change
their views, thoughts, attitudes, and actions. The project believes
this online marketing training will be another solution to help the target
groups be able to survive and recover from this crisis, especially
in terms of generating an extra income in the age of COVID-19.
Constantly learning new things will help develop their immunity
and capacity to sustainably withstand disasters at present and
Nutcharee's community at Koh Lipe, Satun

04

in the future.

Field study visits on integrated farming
to build food security in response to COVID-19
Nakhon Sawan/Songkhla, 18 Jan - 13 Mar 21
BioThai Foundation organized field study visits to create a change
from monoculture to integrated agriculture to build food security to
cope with disasters caused by COVID-19 for new generation farmers
who were interested in organic farming in 2 provinces, namely
Nakhon Sawan and Songkhla. There were 260 participants who
were local farmers and farmers from the nearby provinces.

Farmers joined the field study visits to create a change
from monoculture to integrated agriculture in Nakhon Sawan

The results obtained from the visits taken place at the onsite
demonstration plots were that the participants gained more accurate
knowledge and understanding of integrated agriculture from experts.
The experts also gave them advice and answered their questions, e.g.,
how to grow organic crops, how to the take care of plants without using
chemicals, etc. This activity led this groups of farmers to acknowledge
more on values and benefits of the integrated farming. Moreover,
after the activity, the participants have applied knowledge acquired to
their communities, starting from sharing knowledge with their local
networks and planning to build the systematic and accurate integrated
farming plots. This has helped build food security for their own
communities in sustainably responding to any disasters.

Farmers joined the field study visits to create a change
from monoculture to integrated agriculture in Songkla

Story of Change
Chanphet Kusumote: Reflected on a story of change
in his life after being trained on soil preparation and
crop cultivation under the EU COVID-19 Response
and Recovery Project
Chanphet lives in Om Noi-Aom Yai Community, Sampran
district, Nakhon Pathom province. He told us that COVID-19
situation has made his life and other community members
very difficult. In other words, they have lost their jobs and
incomes to afford food essentials for daily consumption of
their families. Since in the past he only worked in the factory,
so he had no any knowledge of growing vegetables
and did not realize the importance of planting or farming.
After hearing about a training on vegetable plantation,
soil preparation and seed collection organized by BioThai
Foundation under the EU COVID-19 Response and Recovery
Project in collaboration with the members of the Labour Union
and the community members, Chanphet decided to attend
this activity. He aimed at cultivating new knowledge
to be used in the future.
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Chanphet Kusumote: one of the participants from Nakhon Pathom,
who joined the training on soil preparation and crop cultivation

Chanphet added that so far, it has been nearly six months after the training. He begins to realize the importance of
food security that can truly be used to cope with disasters. Now, he can grow vegetables for his family consumption.
He has also transferred all the knowledge and know-how acquired from his practices to the community. Moreover,
he proposed the community to establish a community network of integrated farming by transforming the area of “WatSampran temple” in Om Noi community to be a community vegetable garden, which afterwards the garden’s products
gained have been distributed to the entire community members.
“During the activities, we started from planting the non-genetically
modified native plants for seed collection and propagation.
After the training, I have planted these seeds in rotation in the area,
which now there are more than 30 species, such as chili, hot basil,
sweet basil, eggplant, cowpea, winged bean, etc."
Lastly, Chanphet thanked to the European Union and EU COVID-19
Response and Recovery Project that have changed his life and
made him very proud of himself in being a part of helping strengthen
food security and accessibility to safe food of the community and
temple during the outbreak of COVID-19. Although the pandemic
situation from April to present has been worse that causes the monks
being unable to conduct alms gathering. The existence of their
community vegetable garden has helped all community members
Chanphet and Om Noi community in Nakhon Pathom
helped planting vegetable plots in the temple area

and the temple survive and be able to rely on themselves.
Furthermore, all community members became more harmonious.

for community's consumption and food security

A preparatory training on database creation
for women’s groups, single mothers, the elderly,
and disabilities affected by COVID-19
Bangkok, 11-12 Mar 21
Friend of Women Foundation organized a preparatory training on
database creation for women groups with the subject "Invite you to
enjoy the careers women want" and other issues, such as domestic
Women leaders from Bangkok Noi and Taling Chan districts
joined a preparatory training on database creation for women
in their communities

violence and sexual harassment and their impacts on occupations,
etc. The training was taken place at the Royal River Hotel, Bangkok.
There were 20 participants who were the mainstays of women from
Bangkok Noi and Taling Chan districts.
It was an ongoing activity which continued from the field survey
along with the distribution of relief packages to the target groups
in the beginning of this year. During the activity, the participants
together discussed, expressed, and exchanged opinions, also
analyzed data acquired from a survey of women in the area.
Then, they worked together in summarizing problems, suggestions
and demands to use in formulating practical plans and policies to

Nomlamoon Phanphichit, the community's chairman of
Bangkok Noi district, joined and expressed comment and
suggestion to solve women' problems in her community.
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help women and their communities cope with COVID-19 at present
and in the future. Some of suggestions and demands were also
proposed to the local agencies for bringing change.

Nomlamoon Phanphichit, the community's chairman of Bangkok Noi district said that today's activity was very good
because all the mainstays of the communities had an open space to express their opinions. This also allowed them to
get to know various problems from several communities in Bangkok Noi district and see future collaboration opportunities.
Information gained from the activity could be used to develop plans and reflected their genuine needs, such as vocational
trainings, finding funding sources, and online media trainings which could be applied usefully by the communities.
All the results obtained will be further developed by every community with the support and follow-up of the EU COVID-19
Response and Recovery Project for the highest efficiency. The training was held four times in four regions (North,
Northeast, Central and South). This aimed at enabling the mainstays of women to be role models and expanding such
knowledge to formulate development plans for a sustainable COVID-19 response in the future for their own communities.

Story of Change
Mukda Thaihom: the chairman of Wat Thong Bang Ramat
Community Organization Council joining in reflecting
the problems of women in her community affected by COVID-19
to look for ways to settle them in the future
Mukda Thaihom, the chairman of Wat Thong Bang Ramat Community
Organization Council, Taling Chan district told us that in the early stage
of the COVID-19 outbreak, the community members had been greatly
distressed. Most of them lost their jobs or were suspended from work,
resulting in a lack of income to support their families. However, the most
affected groups of people were single mothers, the elderly and disabled
women whose society, economy and health have been greatly impacted
by COVID-19. At that time, Mukda, as a community leader, could not
figure out how she could help these people.

Mukda Thaihom discussed with leaders from Taling Chan
to find solutions, suggestions, and plan against disaster

Later, when Friend of Women Foundation asked for her cooperation to organize activities under the EU COVID-19 Response
and Recovery Project to help women in communities, she and a group of key leading women decided to take part to find
solutions together. During conducting filed surveys, she could assist a group of single mothers who were the bedriddenpatients to access to government assistance. After that, she and the mainstays of women in Taling Chan district attended
a preparatory training on database creation to assess the situations and provide further assistance for people in need.
They also worked with the mainstays of women from Bangkok Noi district, another pilot area of this activity in the central
region, in developing the disaster response plan for women in the communities.
“Everyone had an opportunity to express their opinions and discuss the information obtained from the surveys to find
people who needs help, and then together classified and prioritized them in order of urgent needs, as well as searched
appropriate assistance for them. For example, a group of women who lacked understanding of any available public welfares
that should be given, etc. This activity could provide them the right solutions. It could also help other people in need who
could not find any solution. The work supported by the EU COVID-19 Response and Recovery Project was a practical data
collection system for the acquisition of complete information, which was used to effectively solve the problems of people
in the communities."
At last, Mukda suggested that the project should also provide opportunities to other areas. She believed that each
community has its own key leading persons who can undertake the project’s activities, for instance, promoting the existing
careers within community and community’s processed products made from locally available resources to generate
additional income. After the training, her community has helped other nearby communities and invited them to join
in the activity. This was to expand the positive project's outputs, lend a hand, as well as share good things among fellow
human beings during the COVID-19 crisis. She was thankful for the EU COVID-19 Response and Recovery Project and
the European Union for making her life and every community woman’s life changed.
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A training activity to enhance knowledge
and understanding of informal workers
to respond and adapt to the COVID-19
Bangkok, 28 Feb 21
Foundation for Labor and Employment Promotion organized
a training to enhance knowledge and understanding of informal
workers to respond and adapt to the COVID-19 disaster at Karnmanee
Palace Hotel, Bangkok. The main purpose of this activity was to build
Instructor of Foundation for Labor and Employment Promotion

an understanding of informal workers on disasters being facing which

led the activity

were related to both the weather and pandemic. The contents covered
causes of the link of disasters and changes which led to a body of
knowledge to help build their preparedness for preventing themselves
form and cope with the emerging crises.
In addition, this training activity was held further twice. One was
organized in Khon Kaen Province on 29 March 2021, and another one
was held in Ratchaburi Province on 30 March 2021. There were 110
participants who were informal workers, including home-based
workers, daily maids, motorcycle taxi drivers, and peddlers and street
venders. The training made them stronger as a result. They also

Informal workers participated the training in Bangkok

acquired guidelines for self-care in community groups and networks in
response to any disasters in the future.

Story of Change
Preecha Thaisongkroh: A reflection of a street vender
in the COVID-19 era
Preecha Thaisongkhro, a street vendor in Bang Khun Thian
area and the mainstay of the Federation of Street Vendors
in Bangkok told us that in 2016 he had been ordered to
move out of the old trade zone as a part of the measure of
"return the pavement to the people" of Bangkok, resulting in
fewer sales than before. When COVID-19 taken place,
although he has been allowed to continue his selling
because street vendor was still necessary for the society.
However, his sales were still not good, some days the sale
revenue was less than half of what was ever gained in this
new area. From little income earned as it is, it has been
decreased even further.

Preecha Thaisongkhro, a street vendor in Bang Khun Thian area

Later, he received support and advice from the Federation of Informal Workers (Thailand) through the Foundation for
Labor and Employment Promotion to conduct activities under the EU COVID-19 Response and Recovery Project to build
a network of Federation of Street Vendors in Bangkok. This has built a potential and strong team to provide aid and advice
to groups of street vendors in various communities, also act as representatives of street vendors to call for provision of
trading space and relief during COVID-19.
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Collected online information from the governmentagencies about the situation of migrant children
Bangkok / Ranong / Tak / Chiang Mai /
Chonburi / Samut Sakhon, Jun - Jul 21
A research team of the Institute for Population and Social
Research, Mahidol University organized an online focus group
discussion to collect information about the situation of migrant children,
and to study perspectives and perceptions, roles and involvement of
agencies related to government organizations. The activity was
The research team of the Institute for Population and Social
Research, Mahidol University, organized an online focus group
discussion through Zoom Application

operated in 6 provinces, namely Bangkok, Ranong, Tak, Chiang Mai,
Chonburi and Samut Sakhon.

The research team continued to collect data about the situation of migrant children through dialogue with the civil society
sector in the 6 provinces as mentioned. The research team also communicated with families of migrant children to hear
their reflections on problems, obstacles and any impacts that have occurred during the outbreak of COVID-19. In addition,
the research team has prepared proposals for agencies at both national and local levels as a guideline for management
and solutions of any problems that have impacted on migrant children who are one of the vulnerable populations in
the multilayered vulnerability.

Recorded the situations to deliver instructionalmaterials to migrant children and their families
during the pandemic
Bangkok / Ranong / Tak / Chiang Mai /
Chonburi / Samut Sakhon, Jun - Jul 21
The research team of the Institute for Population and Social
Research, Mahidol University continually conducted field data
collection to study and record the situations of the impacts of
COVID-19 on migrant children and their families in aspects of
education, health, access to protection from violence, exploitation,
and rights violations. Data collection was conducted through
interviews and dialogues with representatives of involved agencies
in the areas, namely Raks Thai Foundation (Samut Sakhon, Chonburi

The research team of the Institute for Population and SocialResearch, Mahidol University distributed posters on healthcare
against COVID-19 to Wat Sirimongkon School, Samut Sakhon

and Chiang Mai), World Vision- Foundation (Ranong and Tak) and
the Foundation for Rural Youth (Bangkok). The EU COVID-19
Response and Recovery Project delivered COVID-19 information
posters to those agencies to distribute to communities where
migrant families reside as guideline of self-care for children and
their caretakers to prevent themselves from COVID-19 infections
according to situations in each area.
According to conversations with involved agencies at local level,
it was noted that migrant children have been impacted by COVID-19
in all aspects; that is, schools and the Migrant Learning Center (MLC)

The research team of the Institute for Population and Social-

being closed, barriers to online learning, shortage of food and milk or

Research, Mahidol University and volunteers from Proud-

children getting inadequate nutrients, as well as jobless and stress of

Foundation, Samut Sakhon, helped migrant families affected by
the strike and lack of income by providing the necessary things.

family members. This resulted in increasing risk of violence against

The staffs were also supported with the promotional items by

children.

EU COVID-19 Response and Recovery Project during the activity.
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Relief packages provision for migrants
in 5 provinces
Samut Prakan / Samut Sakhon / Tak /
Chiang Mai / Lamphun, Jun - Jul 21
Human Rights and Development Foundation provided relief
packages such as rice, dry food, essential supplies, and personal
protective equipment to more than 776 migrant workers who have been
suspended from work, looking for new jobs, or waiting for mitigation
provision from other agencies in 5 provinces including Samut Prakan,
Samut Sakhon, Tak, Chiang Mai, and Lamphun.
Burmese migrants in Mae Sot, Tak received rice and reliefpackages by EU COVID-19 Resposne and Recovery Project

In addition, the Human Rights and Development Foundation has also
disseminated coordination channels for legal assistance and basic legal
knowledge to migrant workers. Besides, problems and livelihoods
of each group of workers in each area have been explored for more
information to create a database of local workers. The database will be
used to assist migrant workers in legal matters in further activities under
the project.
One of the Mae Sot team staff members who joined in delivering
items to migrants said that from his fieldwork experiences
he was very impressed to see the migrant workers being helped.
This made him feel that we do not leave them alone. In addition,

Human Rights and Development Foundation staffs provided

he realized that this activity allowed the working team to develop

relief packages and collected information from migrants

their own potentials, learn to solve unexpected problems, know how to

in Mae Sot, Tak, for further assistance

do risk assessment and prevention the risk as well as provide
assistance by taking situations of the area into consideration.

Story of Change
Kham, a single mother: A Burmese migrant worker affected by
COVID-19 in Chiang Mai
Kham, a Burmese migrant worker in San Kamphaeng district, Chiang Mai
told us that before COVID-19 hit, she worked as a daily laborer
at a construction site and as a house cleaner working for a few times
a week to earn about 300 baht per day. During the COVID-19 outbreak,
she needed to suspend from work many times that caused a lack of
main income. As a single mother looking after three young children,
some days she had no enough money to buy food, milk, diapers and
other daily necessities. She heard from friends about the distribution of
relief packages of the EU- COVID-19 Response and Recovery Project,
so she came to take it. She was thankful to the project and the EuropeanUnion for recognizing migrants like them and giving them relief packages.
To her the relief packages which contained rice, dry food and diapers
helped her save money for a week. She also got new contact
and coordination channels for legal matter regarding migrant workers.
10

Kham, a single mother: A Burmese migrant worker
affected by COVID-19 in Chiang Mai

An onsite meeting of the organic farming group’smembers at the pilot area of the project’s research
to assess the situation of COVID-19
Prachin Buri, 26 Jun 21
Association of Alternative Agriculture Network Chachoengsao
and the research team went to the field to organize an onsite meeting
of the organic farming group’s members of Khao Mai Kaeo subdistrict,
Prachin Buri where was the pilot area of a research under the EU-

Nantawan Handee, Project Manager of Association of

COVID-19 Response and Recovery Project. During the activity,

Alternative Agriculture Network Chachoengsao,

all the members took part in discussion on the impacts of COVID-19

led the activity

as assigned. After that, the research team visited the community to
analyze the members' organic farming plots. The results and opinions
of the members were used to formulate plans to provide appropriate
assistances to the community in response to COVID-19.
Most of the group members have not been much afflicted by COVID-19.
It was because the members have had knowledge of food security from
performing organic farming with the Association of Alternative Agriculture
Network Chachoengsao. Organic farming gave them enough food for
their livings in this crisis period. However, the group members still
needed a support on knowledge and know-how to respond to climate
change that has had effects on farming. A support on organic seeds of
some plants that could not been collected by themselves was also
required. The research team has encouraged the group members to
start planting medicinal plants, such as Kariyat, Chinese ginger, lemon,
Thai Copper Pod, and Bamboo glass in the vegetable plots.
These medicinal plants can be provided for herbal medicine

The organic farming group’s members of Khao Mai Kaeo

manufacturers as raw materials, distributed to patients in the community,

together with research team visited the community

and sold for more income of the group members.

to analyze the members' organic farming plots.

Story of Change
Soonthorn Komkhai: The mainstay of Khao Mai Kaeo subdistrict,
a reflection on an agricultural society that can really help cope with
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Soonthorn Komkhai, a current chairman of the organic farming group of
Khao Mai Kaeo subdistrict, told us that during the outbreak of COVID-19,
he and his community have been slightly affected because they have
been encouraged and supported on performing organic farming by
Association of Alternative Agriculture Network Chachoengsao.
Therefore, everyone has had enough food for living. They became
more confident in agricultural practices to help create food security.
Later, they have been supported by the project to conduct research in
the area and further develop the existing vegetable plots. Thus,
they began to grow medicinal plants against COVID-19, such as Kariyat
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Soonthorn Komkhai gave lecture during the meeting

to be used in households and sold for additional incomes. This assures

in Khao Mai Kaeo, Prachin Buri

him that organic farming was the answer of what can truly help everyone
get through this catastrophic crisis.

A field visit activity at ethnic group communities
to collect communities’ data and follow up
on the project’s implementation
Chiang Mai, 27-28 Mar 21
Northern Development Foundation conducted visits communities,
e.g., Ban Mae Khong Sai - Ban Mae Pa Sao, Mueang Khong subdistrict,
Chiang Dao district, Ban Huai Muang, Sop Tia subdistrict and Ban Mai
Lanna, Khuang Pao subdistrict, Chom Thong district, Chiang Mai to

Leaders of Ban Mae Khong Sai joined the field visit

follow up on performances of the EU COVID-19 Response and Recovery

with project staffs

Project. During the activity, volunteers and the project’s staff had
discussed, exchanged opinions, and provided recommendations for data
collection on progress of the project’s implementation in collaboration
with the target communities, the ethnic groups, affected by both COVID
-19 and the problems of security of rights over arable land and housing.
In addition, volunteers and the project’s staff also visited the communities
and conducted community surveys for communities’ information and
primary problems, such as the need for help and support from outside
agencies. This information will be used to develop a cooperation plan
presented to local agencies and a wildlife sanctuary in the future activity.

project staffs and volunteers visited Ban Huai Muang
to collect community's data

Story of Change
Kobkoon Tangjaisoo: A member of an ethnic group affected by
COVID-19 being prohibited from entering or leaving the village
Kobkoon Tangjaisoo, a farmer who lives in Mae Khong Sai village,
Chiang Mai, told us that during the outbreak of COVID-19,
her community performed a ritual of expelling evils known as
“Kroh Yee” to prevent the outbreak from entering the village.
A measure of prohibition of entry and exit between villages has also
been enforced. Therefore, everyone was unable to visit anyone or
go shopping outside the village. Previously, she had left the village
every day to sell her vegetables, later she had to stop doing that.
As a result, the crops she had planted being rotten. Fortunately,
her community later received assistance from the government and
the Northern Development Foundation under the EU COVID-19
Response and Recovery Project to recover and strengthen
community under the COVID-19 crisis.

Kobkoon Tangjaisoo joined the meeting with project staffs

She added that an activity under the project was to encourage the community members to generate income from community’sproducts during the COVID-19 period. For example, growing organic vegetables included chili, galangal, and lemongrass,
and then transformed those vegetable products into food, such as chili paste for household consumption and selling within
the community. When the community was opened, such products were sold to tourists who came to see the rotational farming
or learned about coffee that helped community earn more income. Ban Mae Khong Sai community was deeply impressed
and would like to thank all parties for providing supports to the community, hearing them out and working together to find
solutions. She believed that unlike receiving donation items from time to time, by following the guideline obtained, the community
would be able to withstand this crisis in the long run. On behalf of the community, she liked to thank to everyone for providing
solutions to them who had no clues for their situations to have a chance to restart again.
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An activity to build the Migrant Health Volunteers
(MHVs) network to deal with COVID-19
Bangkok, Jun - Jul 21
World Vision Foundation of Thailand conducted field data collection
and coordinated with communities in Bang Khun Thian and Min Buri
districts, such as Amornchai community, Tha Kham community,
and Bang Kradi community to establish the Migrant Health Volunteers
(MHVs) network in 20 communities.
From this activity, there were more than 100 migrant workers living
in the communities or working in business premises volunteering
to work as the Migrant Health Volunteers to support works of healthcare and safety in the workplaces and their own communities.
They also helped provide migrant workers information of public health
Tin Saw Au one of the Burmese migrants, who joined
to establish the Migrant Health Volunteers (MHVs) network,

services, health care, as well as epidemic and disaster control,
prevention and response in the workplaces and communities.

with hope to be part of assistance to other migrants like himself

Postscript
The outbreak of COVID-19 in early 2021 is currently still ongoing. Therefore, the government has leveled up
the control measures, for example, determination of COVID-19 risk areas, the control of inter-provincial travel,
the enforcement of curfews, etc. which results in challenges facing for the fieldwork. The EU COVID-19
Response and Recovery Project and partnered organizations therefore have adjusted their activities
to the occurring circumstance, such as changing forms of some activities from onsite to online operations,
adjusting number of participants and activity patterns to be safe for the target groups and actors.
This adjustment has created learning, innovation, and cooperation among partner organizations so that
activities can be carried out under various constraints. However, during the first year of the program,
more than 45% of all activities had already been organized, such as distributing survival bags and hygiene
products to schools and communities as well as other target groups, developing necessary professional skills
during the outbreak of COVID-19, promoting knowledge on disaster response and food security, encouraging
communities’ planning for future disasters, communicating with society to pass on information of the targetgroups to public, as well as strengthening the capacity of associated organizations in various dimensions
to carry out activities to be able to reach the target groups of more than 32,000 people in 40 provinces
across the country.

Coming activities to be held during Jul - Dec 2021
Stigmatization campaign against Migrant workers in the context of COVID-19
Workshop to promote occupations and skills for Chao Le and informal workers
Workshop to promote knowledge of disasters and food security to schools and communities
Propose a policy proposal to the government and the public sector regarding the target groups
under the COVID-19 situation
Additional activities to be collaboratively organized by partners of the project.
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Bangkok 10400
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